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PORT AUTHORITY TO RECEIVE $3.5 MILLION STATE GRANT 
One-Time Strategic Community Investment Fund Grant to Support  

Airport Infrastructure 

 
(Wilmington, Ohio) The Clinton County Port Authority is one of several entities in the State of Ohio 
that will receive funding from a unique, one-time $700 million fund established by the Ohio General 
Assembly.  
 
The One-Time Strategic Community Investment Fund (OTSCIF) was created to fund meaningful and 
transformational projects that might not qualify as part of the state’s traditional Capital Budget. The 
Clinton County Port Authority applied for funds to initiate repairs to the second runway at the 
Wilmington Air Park.  
 
“This state allocation provides the catalytic funds we need for our second runway reopening project,” 
said Port Authority Executive Director T. Alex Beres. “For years we’ve known that we’d need a 
significant funding source to allow us to begin the work of preserving and rehabilitating a major 
economic development asset for the region, and this does that.”  
 
The application was supported with letters from community leaders and local businesses. Senator Bob 
Hackett’s office was a champion for the Wilmington Air Park application in the Ohio Senate.  
 
“This really is a once-in-a-lifetime additional opportunity to fund these critical projects,” said Senator 
Hackett. “From making sure Wright Patterson Air Force Base has the backing for future economic 
development to simply making sure our community centers are a welcoming and safe place for our 
children and families, these dollars help build a foundation for a positive future here at home.” 
 
Last used regularly in 2009, the shorter runway at the Wilmington Air Park was closed in 2010 as part 
of the transition of the property to the Port Authority. Working with the FAA, the runway has been 
closed but not removed from service for the past 14 years. LGSTX Services, contracted by the Port 
Authority to maintain the airport, has been diligent about keeping the runway and the area around it 
serviced and as safe as it can be from disrepair.  
 
“Reopening the second runway will allow for eventual redundancy and operational efficiency in future 
years at the Air Park,” said Beres. “It also will increase our ability to market the Air Park to other 
tenants and flight operations.”  
 
It is important to realize that opening the runway will take considerable time, and that it is likely to be 
completed in phases.  “The reopening process will take years not months,” added Beres.  
 
Evaluating refreshing and the runway surface – 9, 000 feet long and 150 feet wide – along with the 
accompanying taxiways is just the start of the process. Additional work will be needed for painting 
lighting and navigational aids. The OTSCIF funds will be an important and vital first step toward getting 
this work done.  
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“We are tremendously grateful for the partnership and determination of Senator Hackett, as well as 
Senator Wilkin and Representative Dean, in working on behalf of Clinton County and the Wilmington 
Air Park to deliver these critical dollars to our region,” said Beres. 
 
Clinton County received additional funding from the OTSCIF as well as funds in the Capital Bill, passed 
at the same time as the OTSCIF allocations. A full list of One Time Strategic Community Investments 
projects by county can be found here: 
h�ps://www.lsc.ohio.gov/assets/legisla�on/135/hb2/sr0/files/hb2-one-�me-strategic-community-
investment-fund-as-reported-by-senate-finance-135th-general-assembly.pdf.  
 
A full list of the tradi�onal Ohio State Capital Bill projects by county can be found here: 
h�ps://www.lsc.ohio.gov/assets/legisla�on/135/hb629/ih0/files/hb629-capital-item-analysis-capital-
projects-by-county-all-projects-in-house-finance-135th-general-assembly.pdf. 
 
About the Clinton County Port Authority 
The Clinton County Port Authority is a special purpose government formed to operate transportation 
infrastructure and lead economic development efforts. Designated by Clinton County, the City of 
Wilmington, and the CIC of Wilmington as the lead Economic Development agency for the County, it 
coordinates with the Dayton Development Coalition and JobsOhio to attract jobs to, and retain jobs in, 
the area. It has been voted a Best Workplace for the last five years. The Port Authority owns and 
operates the Wilmington Air Park, an integrated aviation and logistics business park located on 1,900 
acres with nearly three million square feet of industrial, office and hangar space. It is the highest 
volume cargo airport in Ohio and ranked 22nd  in the United States and was named Best Airport in 
Ohio in 2020, 2021, and 2022. Learn more at www.ChooseClintonCountyOH.org and 
www.WilmingtonAirPark.com. 
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